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Clin. Spec., 1971, 24, 57 In contrast to mouse milk or cow's milk, human milk contains factor(s) which degrade MuMTV virions, reverse transcriptase, and bioactivity when the mouse virus is mixed wNith human milk (Sarker et al., Cancer Res., 1973, 33, 186) . The cream fraction of human milk is more destructive to the virions, the reverse transcriptase and the infectivity of MuMTV than the skim milk fraction. These virulytic factors in human milk add to the difficulties of isolating and studying the viruslike particles. There is a marked difference in the amount of reverse transcriptase in milk taken first (foremilk) and that taken after the breast has been emptied (hind-milk). Many of the " fore-milks " showed little or no 70S RNA nor reverse transcriptase activity wN,hereas the corresponding " hind-milks " contained very significant amounts, indicating that deterioration was taking place Awhile the milk was stored in the breast.
The results of tests on 100 human sera indicated that 25% have a neutralizing effect on MuMTV infectivity. Virus from RIII milk was used in the neutralization tests and the assays were made in C57BL mice, 7500 of wA,hich are normally infected by milk dilutions of 10-3-10-4. The neutralization effect was
